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TAKE TO THE HILLS
A SKI HOUSE AT THE BASE OF MOUNT ABRAM 
PUTS A MODERN TWIST ON A RUSTIC AESTHETIC

PLAID, PLEASE
WHY IT SHOULD BE YOUR GO-TO 
PATTERN THIS SEASON



207-772-3373
mainehomedesign.com

If whole or part of this article is reproduced online, we ask that

a link back to MaineHOME+DESIGN be placed. Thank you.
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Folly Cove P
rincipal Nicola Manganello of Nicola’s Home 
believes the landscape is an integral part of a 
project’s overall design, so she designed both 
this waterfront spec house and its landscape 
simultaneously.

 The goal was to create a family-friendly space with 
the knowledge that the buyer would most likely be from 
out-of-state and would enjoy the home during their 
summers spent in Maine. The palette throughout the 
home is light, with earth tones and neutral colors marked 
by moments of pink. Manganello says she finds that pink 
brings a unique welcoming warmth to a space. Since 
the house has clean lines, furnishings were brought in 
to add texture. 

The kitchen was located on the water side of the 
house, but at the last minute, the designer decided to 
move it to the front of the house. The challenge was that 
there were two sets of French doors to contend with 
(the house was already framed with the windows and 
doors in). It just proves it’s never too late to make a major 
change and reimagine the space.

When designing a home from the ground up, 
Manganello will often use a rug as the inspiration for the 
rest of the design. “While it’s just one design element, 
the rug literally and figuratively grounds the room and 
serves as a foundation for everything that follows,” she 
says. “For clients, it’s likely the first thing they see, and 
it’s what they feel on their feet when they walk around 
their home.” And often it represents a significant invest-
ment, so it can be a difficult decision to make. “Once 
that decision is made, the rest of the design starts to 
flow, allowing me to add and adjust layers that make the 
space complete.” Nicola’s Home takes pride in balancing 
function and beauty and designing comfortable spaces 
to be enjoyed for years. 
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